
Hafiz 'Abdur 
Rasheed Furqani 

passes on to Allah's Mercy 

One of the three founders of Darul 'Uloom Sabeelus Salam , Hyderabad, HaflZ 

'Abdur Rasheed Sahib Furqani (1 946-2007) leaves for his heavenly 
abode on 13 Zul Qa'dah 1428 AH (2007 CE). 

Another founder, Maulana Qari GulaiU Rabbani Qasmi, Imam at Masjid 
Amirah, Abids, reminisces about him. 




1: Darul 'Uloom Sabeelus Salam: 'Alimiyat Building 
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Another (amp goes off at SabeeCus SaCam 



A usual morning and a normal routine. On Thursday, 14 Zul Qa'dah 1428 AH, 29 
Nov 2007, after leading the Fajr Salah at Masjid 'Amirah, Abids, I set off for Darul 
'Uloom Sabeelus Salam , Hyderabad located 12 km to the south. It was nearly 7:15 
a.m. when I entered the Sabeelus Salam campus and the tragic news tore my heart 
apart. For a brief moment, I went comatose. A short while later, the sad news was 
confirmed on phone and my eyes were overwhelmed with tears. Al Haj Hafiz Qari 
Abdur Rasheed Furqani had left this temporal world for the eternal at 10:25 p.m. after 
'Isha Salah last night. %j h % To Allah we belong, and to Him is our 

return! 

May He envelop him in His mercy! May He grant him a high place in Jannatul 
Firdaus! May He bestow upon his surviving near and dear ones strength and 
forbearance! Amin! 

My first meeting with Hafiz Sahib 

Nearly 35 years ago, Maulana Muhammad Rizwan Al Qasmi and this writer were 
engaged in academic service at Darul 'Uloom Rahmaniyah, Hyderabad under the then 
Director, Hakeem Shamsuddin Sahib. But . . at the end of the academic year and the 
end of the Sha'ban month, both of us resigned on our own accord from Darul 'Uloom 
Rahmaniyah. We intended to establish a madrasah after the month of Ramazan. 

That year, this writer was leading the Tarawih Salahs at Nalla Kuntah Mosque in 
Secunderabad. One night, before 'Isha Salah, Maulana Rizwan Al Qasmi arrived at 
the Nalla Kuntah Mosque accompanied by Hafiz Sahib. After the Tarawih Salah, we 
had the introductions. Maulana Rizwan informed me that Hafiz Sahib too had served 
at Darul 'Uloom Rahmaniyah till a year before, and that this year he was serving at 
Shamsul 'Uloom, Hindupur village, Ananthpur district whose director was Maulana 
Abdur Rahim Bastawi, presently a teacher at Darul 'Uloom, Deoband. At Maulana 
Rizwan's request, Hafiz Sahib had agreed to stay at Hyderabad for our yet-to-be- 
established madrasah. This was my first meeting with Hafiz Abdur Rasheed Sahib. 
Till the end of the entire-Quran Tarawih, Maulana Rizwan and Hafiz Abdur Rasheed 
kept visiting me on and off, and we kept discussing the fine points regarding the 
establishment of the madrasah. Finally, our caravan was ready for the oncoming 
journey. The commander and spiritual guide of this caravan was Hazrat Maulana 
Muhammad Rizwan Al Qasmi himself, as he had initiated the proposal and both of us 
had seconded it by our words and acts. 

After the holy month of Ramazan, Maulana Rizwan Al Qasmi told me one day that 
there was a vacancy for an Imam-Khatib and a Muazzin at Jami' Mosque, 
Mushirabad. They had asked for tape-recorded voice samples of an Imam's Quran 
recitation and a Muazzin's Azan from Darul 'Uloom Deoband, but the committee did 
not accept either. "Why don't you go for interview there?" suggested Maulana 
Rizwan. 
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I visited the then President of Jami' Masjid Committee, Mushirabad, Muhammad 
'Umar at his home, introduced myself and stated my purpose. He requested me to 
recite the holy Quran. I recited some verses at which he asked me to lead the Friday 
Salah at the mosque. The next Friday, I delivered the Urdu speech and the Arabic 
sermon, and led the Friday Salah. Next day, Muhammad 'Umar Sahib in the company 
of his committee-members was at Maulana Rizwan's residence at Masjid 'Amirah to 
take me for their mosque. But there was a complication. Late Sayyid Ziyaur Rahman 
Sahib had been persistently requesting for me to serve as Imam-Khatib at Majid 
Haidargura. I left upon Maulana Rizwan Al Qasmi to make a decision, who settled it 
in favor of Masjid Haidargura in view of our soon-to-be-established madrasah's 
needs. Masjid Haidargura would be much nearer. So, I started serving at Masjid 
Haidargura as Imam and Khatib. 




2: Maulana Rizwan Al Qasmi rests in the campus ofDarul 'Uloom Sabeelus Salam 

The meeting at Masjid 'Amirah 

Maulana Muhammad Rizwan Al Qasmi was already serving as Imam and Khatib at 
Masjid Amirah where he had his residential quarter too. In those days, his family was 
staying at his parental place in Bihar. His second brother Muhammad Salman Siddiqi 
doing B.Com. at Anwarul 'Uloom College was staying with him. Muhammad 'Man, 
his third brother, was studying at Darul 'Uloom, Deoband, while the fourth brother 
Muhammad Hassan had completed first year of Arabic at Darul 'Uloom Rahmaniyah. 
As Maulana Rizwan's family was not in his house, we three made it a regular venue 
for our meetings, and several such meetings followed. 

Establishment of the madrasah 

For the madrasah's establishment, four things were needed at once: teachers, students, 
house, and finances. We three were available for teaching, some students from other 
madrasahs were ready to take admission, and the efforts and collaborations of Qari 
Zahiruddin Sharafi, Imam and Khatib at Masjid 'Aliyah, Gun Foundry, and Maulana 
Abdul Khaliq Afgani, resident at Masjid Miyan Mishk, Purana Pul had ensured that 
Masjid Miyan Mishk would be the house for our madrasah. When it came to finances, 
Hafiz Abdur Rasheed Furqani presented 1500 rupees as loan from his personal 
savings. Though it was paid back to him later on, it was a hefty contribution. In those 



3 



days, this amount could buy 50 gram of gold worth ?50,000 by today's price. Thus it 
was a considerable contribution of ?50,000 by the current rate, though as a loan, with 
which he helped in the establishment of the madrasah. Ignoring this would be a grave 
injustice to Hafiz Sahib. 

When arrangements for all of these four had been completed, the madrasah was 
established in 1972 placing the reliance upon Allah for future needs. Thus the 
madrasah of Darul 'Uloom Sabeelus Salam saw its day. 

Hafiz 'Abdur Rasheed Furqani's services 

Maulana Rizwan Al Qasmi and this writer used to teach the students of Arabic classes 
while Hafiz Sahib taught the students of Hifz and Nazirah sections. The two of us 
would return to our respective mosques after teaching whereas Hafiz Sahib would 
stay on at the madrasah entire day and night. In addition to teaching, he also 
supervised the students at the hostel. He was responsible for running the madrasah 
kitchen and in free time would collect donations for the madrasah. Hafiz Sahib was 
thus one of the three founders of the madrasah, one of the three starting teachers, the 
first Hostel Superintendent, and the first Kitchen Supervisor. As time went on, Hafiz 
Sahib's multifarious capabilities kept blooming and the madrasah continued on its 
steps of progress. 

After some time, owing to the madrasah's needs for finances, Hazrat Maulana 
Muhammad Rizwan Al Qasmi made the suggestion to Hafiz Sahib, "At the moment, 
the madrasah urgently needs your services for donation-collection. If you could accept 
this service, it would be great." Hafiz Sahib gladly agreed to this proposal and from 
that point of time, his external services to the madrasah started. At first, he worked in 
the districts of Andhra Pradesh, and then he began his work in Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu which he continued till the end of his life. In this field too, Hafiz Sahib 
displayed his exceptional skills. He proved to be the backbone for financial 
collections inside India. 

Hafiz Sahib had a distinct style of work. He would first build relationship with people 
without regard to the amounts they contributed. He would be with them in moments 
of celebrations and sorrow. And then the people would, of their own accord, give 
donations as well as request their own acquaintances to contribute. Once his 
accomplishments in this field became well-known, some of the greatest institutions of 
India requested his services for them, but he declined, saying, "Darul 'Uloom 
Sabeelus Salam is my own madrasah. (So, I can't leave it.)" No doubt, Sabeelus 
Salam was his own, is still so, and shall remain so, In Sha Allah! 

The kind friend's memory keeps revisiting 

Hafiz Sahib's fond memories stay on in the heart and shall remain there, on one hand 
because of his exceptionally long services at Darul 'Uloom Sabeelus Salam, and on 
the other, due to the intimate and warm camaraderie that we shared. While Hafiz 
Sahib stayed at Darul 'Uloom Sabeelus Salam, rarely a day would pass when we did 
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not meet, occasionally for short durations, and usually for long durations. The delight 
that filled us at those meetings continued till the end of his life. By Allah's grace and 
mercy, we never had discord nor differences in this long period, which is quite 
extraordinary. 

Survivors 

Other than wife, Hafiz 'Abdur Rasheed Sahib is survived by the eldest son, Hafiz 
Muhammad 'Umar, who is serving the madrasah of Sabeelus Salam in his illustrious 
father's place; the second son Hafiz Muhammad Zafar studying 7 th year Arabic at 
Sabeelus Salam itself; and Muhammad Anas, Muhammad Anis, and Muhammad 
Junaid studying at their parental place currently. 



ffaji Hafiz Qari %6dur <RgsHeed 'Furqarw A 
(Profile 



Name: 


Abdur Rasheed Furqani 


Year of birth: 


1946 (~ 1365 AH) 


Place of birth: 


Tolah: Shaikhonah, Post: Madhavpur, Chirya Bazar, District: 




East Champaran, State: Bihar, India 


Education: 


Memorization of the Noble Quran at Madrasah Rauzatul 




'Uloom, Pak-hi, District: East Champaran 




Tajwid Course at Madrasah Furqaniyah, Lucknow, U.P. 


Came to 


1970 (-1390 AH) 


Hyderabad: 




Service at Sabeelus 


Darul 'Uloom Sabeelus Salam, Hyderabad was established in 


Salam: 


1972 (-1392 AH). He was: 




• one of its three founders, 




• one of its three starting teachers, 




• one of its three luminous lamps, 




• its first Hostel Superintendent, 




• its first Kitchen Supervisor, 




• and its lifetime financial envoy and chief donation- 




collector. 


Death: 


10:25 p.m. on Wed, 28 Nov 2007 (-13 Zul Qa'dah 1428 AH) 


Service Tenure: 


1972 to 2007 (nearly 35 years) 



By 

Qari Gulam Rabbani Qasmi 

Teacher: Darul 'Uloom Sabeelus Salam, Hyderabad 

Imam: Masjid 'Amirah, 'Abids, Hyderabad 
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